340                  To Lady Mary CoJce                [i769

tions of the manners of Paris. I do not attempt to tell
yon any news, as your sisters are such excellent corre-
spondents. Lady Stratford looks particularly well: Lady
Ailesbury I think quite recovered. Our box is rarely
inhabited, the two last being but just arrived, and your
sister ready to return. The operas are commended and
deserted. I desert but cannot commend them. Lady Betty
Germain, I should think, would be dead before you can
receive this. Our loo parties are receiving a great loss by
the departure of Mello2, who is suddenly recalled to fill
a chief place in the ministry, on the death of Monsieur
d'Oyras's brother. Everybody regrets him, and he, I believe,
will regret us. Madame du Ch&telet is returned with her
husband; but take notice, Madam, I do not announce this
to you as good news. Such a scanty letter as this is scarce
worth sending so far, yet as it is embalmed in gratitude,
I trust it will keep sweet. A month hence there will be
news enough, but as there will probably be none that will
do us honour, I am rather glad to write during the least
interval of folly: one does not blush while one's letter is
opened at a foreign bureau. Poor Mrs. Harris, though out
of danger, does not recover her strength. She spoke to me
in the warmest terms t'other night of your Ladyship's
goodness to her. I hope you are well guarded with James*
powders. ^When I have so little to say for myself, you will
not wonder, Madam, nobody said anything for me, but
I could not help expressing my obligations and assuring
you that

I am always

Lady Mary's

Most devoted

Humble servant,

HOE. WALPOLE.
2 Portuguese Ambassador in London.e in Provence (now in
